Syriac Culture and Its Future Perspective

The historical traces of Syriac culture and its unique structure in the realm of art, crafts,
architecture, folklore, economy can be seen in different regions of Turkey such as
Antakya, iskenderun, Adana, Malatya, Urfa, Elazi§, Adiyaman, Diyarbakir, Mardin, Van,
Batman, Hakkari, Siirt and Sirnak. Syriac culture and the people-centered customs,
conventions and rituals that developed within it contain rich folkloric attributes. With this

structure, it has always contributed to the sociocultural development of the region.

Shaped by the input of Ancient Mesopotamian culture, Syriac culture has gone through
a transformation unique in form and content by passing through a new melting pot of
understanding as a result of the fermentation of elements taking shape in tandem with
the birth of Christianity. Thus, the main source of reference has evolved into a feeling
and sensitivity for the Word of the Lord and moral norms. By historically experiencing
and comprehending the truth that, "Humans are human when they act righteously
toward God and truth, and morally toward creation,” the masters of pen and word of
this culture have left us a rich literature and unlimited inheritance, and with spiritual

awareness, they have served the development of social thought.

In this context, famous social scientist Malfono Yuhanun Bar Adi (893-974), who
considered a life lived in ignorance wasted and continually searched the sciences for
immortality is only one of these historical masters and personalities. Malfono Yuhanun
Bar Adi suggests that people develop a rational style within the frame of individual
wholeness which forms the basis of public morality. In this context, he says, "With
intelligence and wisdom, people must incrementally avoid their bad habits,
master their desires and carnal cravings, and try to reach the highest level. In
order to do this, they must learn the rules and policy of ethics and morals, and try

to form relationships with the wise."

In expressing that people can find goodness depending on the decisions and choices
they make, he says, "Humanity must make an ethical rule of continually reading
books written on the subject of morality. Humans must analyze works penned on
the subject of morality, the politics of morality, and behavior. They must use the
things prescribed by elevated figures, and apply what has been deemed worthy of
application by the ancient wise ones. They must learn at least a little of the art of
writing and critical thinking, they must equip themselves with grace and
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eloquence, and finally they must continually raise prudent and respectable

individuals by staying in touch with scholarly and wise people.”

As one can gather from the prescriptions of Malfono Yuhanun Bar Adi, who was raised
in the Syriac tradition, Syriac culture, with its unique and important past in the broader
history of civilization and humanity has an outreaching character in the social, religious,
economical sociocultural life of the region. Throughout history, Syriac has served as a
major bridge in intercultural interaction. This culture has contributed to the development
of East-West thought, civilization, philosophy and moralism. This breakthrough in the
realm of thought has reached the Arab world as well as Europe. Its role and impact on
transfer of antiquity to the Islamic world is undeniable. It gains prominence with its
important contributions primarily to the Arabic language and Islamic philosophy. As an
autochthonous culture of our geography, it has strived to continually contribute to
common life with an understanding that sees responsibility as a virtue. By aspiring to
live and let live, it has always prioritized active altruism, social peace, and solidarity. It
has encouraged a culture of coexistence, cooperation, peace, prosperity, and stability.
Because this culture is not just a remnant of the past, it is also the inheritor of the values
that add different meanings to the pluralistic identity of the region. With its existing
churches and monasteries, with its centers of science and knowledge, it still makes
important contributions to economic development and national and global recognition of
the region. However, though this is the situation regarding this rich cultural heritage, it
has also been dragged into a subaltern position that unfortunately breeds apathy.
Despite all of its positive roles in history, though it was one of the fruitful vessels that
sustained Eastern culture, through historical events, sociopolitical conflicts it has
shriveled and dwindled into a well in need of support and care. Actually, this passive
and sterile situation is the kaleidoscopic continuation of older periods, historical changes
and event. Although the continuation and protection of this culture, which is a part of
Turkey and the universal heritage of worldwide scope, depends on many components,
the priority is its further recognition, comprehension and adoption in its own native land.

And this is only possible by creating awareness of new concepts that will expand social



perception. To quote a wise saying, "Awareness is the mother of orphan

knowledge."!

In other words, the main purpose here should be to sustain and strengthen this ancient
culture which carries over the spirit of Ancient Mesopotamia with its lost and veiled
elements. There is a need for different efforts so that this spirit is not extinguished.
Protecting, adopting, and passing on this culture to future generations should not just be
the responsibility of those who bear it and love it. Every individual who bears
responsibility towards humanity and universal culture should be sensitive to the matter
of its preservation. The comprehension of the spirit carried by this ancient culture in the
historical background is directly proportional to its being uniquely recognized, known
and adopted. Therefore, the sensitivity displayed and scientific studies performed by the
local governments and universities in this culture's land of origin will fulfil the function of
watering a withering tree, so to speak. Therefore, the existence and future
perspective of this ancient culture should advance in parallel with the new
alternatives that will be developed with human touches and positive approaches
that spring from affectionate awareness. If the current situation is cured through
sociocultural and scientific methods, not only will the evident apathy and passivity
evolve into a positive course of events, it will also turn into a daily growing interest. It is
certain that this situation will contribute to the cultural interaction of the pluralistic

makeup of the region.

Under present conditions, since gaining a strong foothold in the global climate starts
with the local and with differences, the meaning that this strengthening will carry for the
region and country is self-evident. Because when it comes to Syriac culture, the Mardin
region is pretty much like a social laboratory. In this geography, Syriac is still used as
the language of both the church and the people. It is obvious that appreciating and
supporting this globally compelling value with concrete efforts will uniquely contribute to

the socioeconomic, sociopolitical and sociocultural processes of the region.

1 In Syriac literature, existing but undiscovered knowledge is called "orphan knowledge." The moment we discover
any new knowledge and begin applying it, it is no longer orphan knowledge for us. Therefore, discovering is more

important than knowing. If a person is unaware that they know, that knowledge is useless.



On the other hand, the bearers of the light of knowledge also have responsibilities
towards life and humanity. Under our present-day conditions where means and end are
often confused, the greatest good one can pass on to the future is contributing to
people's development and transformation. And the method of doing this no doubt lies in

cultural and scientific studies.

In the context of unity in production and contribution to activities, it can be said that, "If

someone throws manure at you, cast some seeds on it."

Success must be the only option. Only with this belief can we reach the sincerity of our
spirit. When the good seeds cast into the future, though lacking, are sincere, they are
certain to have an impact. Because every contribution made with sincere effort towards
the benefit of the culture will come back with its blessing. By contributing to cultural and
scientific studies, people benefit themselves before they do others. Taking goodness by
the hand means positive energy and power. If goodness does not get up, the march
cannot continue. As a result of the latest scientific studies, it has been recognized that
even a small favor brings a certain peace and joy to the person's heart, and leaves

positive impressions both on the person doing the favor and the one receiving it.

Do not forget that all cultures speak of the mystery of humanity. However, people who
do not return to their source and essence are doomed to being destroyed. No society
can survive for long with a way of thinking that does not originate from its own essential
culture. Only if every society develops a way of thinking that derives from its own
essential culture and interacts with the universal, will social cohesion and social peace
find meaning. This way of thinking must develop into a form of contact that serves social
justice, peace, equity, mutual nourishment, and coexistence rather than asserting one's
own dominance or destroying others. For everything in the universe is useful as long as

it furthers the understanding of the meaning of life.

Striving to preserve an ancient spirit like the Syriac culture, nourishing the courage of
those who labor for this cause will be an important and meaningful contribution on
behalf of future generations. Because the spirit cannot survive without its hope. A tree
only survives by its roots. If the roots dry up, the entire trunk will suffer. In that
case, the roots must be watered; they must not be abandoned to hopelessness in

a way that will conduce to positive motivation. Literature should be prioritized and



supported with new contributions. Because in the civilized world or in the developed
societies which have grasped the meaning of life, it is one of the basic indicators of the
lust for life. In that case, cultivating every new seed cast into the field of culture, which is
also recognized as a rational capital asset, and nurturing said seed at various stages
must be a basic responsibility, and all efforts pertaining to this must be indiscriminately
supported.
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